2020 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the March Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, March 11, 2021
9:00 AM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James) & ZOOM Virtual Meeting
Council Member Joyce Morgan, Chairman


Cheryl Brown, VAB Clerk, excused
Council Member Randy White




Heather Pelegrin, VAB Operations Manager
School Board Member Charlotte Joyce



Grace English, VAB Staff
Council Appointed Citizen Member Shirley Dasher



School Board Appointed Citizen Member Kris Barnes, arrived 9:05 am
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney
Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser

Tiffiny Pinkstaff, Counsel to the Property Appraiser
Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser

Harry Guetherman, Commercial Division Chief, PAO
Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO
Laura Winter, Customer Service Division Supervisor, PAO
Scott Obrekaitis, Senior Compliance Specialist, PAO

Chairwoman Morgan called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Chairwoman Morgan stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the meeting minutes from the 2020 VAB Board meeting held on February 11, 2021.  Citizen Member Dasher made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the 2020 VAB Board meeting held on February 11, 2021.  2nd by Council Member White.  Board approved 4–0.

3. Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser, asked to address the Board.  He provided an update to the Board regarding the Spring Hill Suites Hotel petition (VAB # 2020-000397) that was remanded for a new Special Magistrate hearing at the prior Board meeting.  The Property Appraiser and the Petitioner were able to come to an agreement regarding the value.
4. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
5. Public Comments section:
· VAB # 2020-000214 – Rev. Michael Thorpe, Petitioner, previously ratified decision.  The Board issued its final decision upholding the Property Appraiser's exemption denial on this Petition at VAB's February 11, 2021 meeting. Rev. Thorpe explained the background regarding VAB's decision and.Rev. Thorpe asked the Board to reconsider its final decision regarding the exemption on the Church property that was in question or if there was anything the Board could do.  Citizen Member Dasher asked Rev. Thorpe the status of the Church’s 501(c)(3) exemption.  No motion was made.
· VAB # 2020-000214 – Robin Thorpe, Petitioner, previously ratified decision. The Board issued its final decision upholding the Property Appraiser's exemption denial on this Petition at VAB's February 11, 2021 meeting. Mrs. Thorpe presented comments and provided an explanation of the work that the Church does for the community.  Mr. Jeter, VAB Attorney, provided the Board an explanation and background information regarding the petition and decision.  Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser, spoke regarding the exemption in question and stated that the Property Appraiser maintains that the Church did not qualify for the 2020 exemption per FL Statutes.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to keep the decision as is.  2nd by Council Member White.  Board approved 5–0.
· VAB # 2020-000004 – Steve Diebenow, Esq., Petitioner’s Agent, recommended decision on this meeting's list for ratification.  Mr. Diebenow asked the Board to not accept the Special Magistrate's recommended decision. The recommended decision upholds the Property Appraiser's denial of a 2020 exemption sought by Petitioner.  Mr. Diebenow disagreed with the recommended decision and asserted that the Charter School in question qualified for the exemption.  Mr. Jeter provided background regarding the petition and advised the Board that the recommended decision complied with law and should be accepted by VAB as is final decision.  Mr. Holland provided his office's position regarding the Charter School; he asserted that the recommended decision was correct and that the Charter School did not qualify for the 2020 exemption.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to accept the recommended decision.  2nd by Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–1 (White).
6. Consider the recommended decisions listed on the 2 page excel spreadsheet for the 2020 March 11, 2021 VAB.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to approve all of the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet.  2nd by Council Member White.  Board approved 5–0.
7. Mr. Jeter provided an explanation to the Board that the Board is required by law to close out the VAB year by June 1st.  If a Petitioner fails to pay a portion of the taxes by March 31st, then the Board is required to deny the petition no matter where it is in the process by April 20th.  Chairwoman Morgan asked VAB staff how many petitions were pending and how many had not paid a portion of their taxes.  Mr. Jeter stated there were approximately 75 or so petitions currently pending and of those there are only 2 petitions that have not paid.  Mr. Jeter explained to the Board that VAB staff would be sending out reminder letters to the 2 Petitioners that had not yet paid.
8. Chairwoman Morgan asked if there was any other business before the Board, seeing none, she announced the next Board meeting date & time and the meeting was adjourned.
Announce date and location of next 2020 VAB meeting:

Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 9:00 am







      
1st Floor, City Hall, Council Chambers
Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 AM.
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